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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 3634 

E.O. 11662: N/A 

TAGS: PEPR, ET, SO 

SUBJECT: ERITREAN QUESTION 

1 . IN CONVERSATION WITH POL COUN ON MAY 14, MFA DIRECTOR 
FOR ASIA AND AFRICAN AFFAIRS AHMAD SIRAJ SAID THAT SAG 
EXPECTED ETHIOPIAN MASSIVE ASSAULT ON ERITREA WOULD PROB- 
ABLY COME DURING RAINY SEASON, WHICH BEGINS NEXT MONTH. 

WHEN RAINS BEGIN, IT WILL NOT BE POSSIBLE TO GET FRESH 
SUPPLIES AND EQUIPMENT INTO ERITREA FROM SUDAN. SIRAJ 
INQUIRED WHAT U.S. REACTION WOULD BE TO PROPOSAL TO 
BRING QUESTION OF ERITREA TO UNITED NATIONS WHEN MASSIVE 
ATTACK BEGINS. QUESTION WOULD BE INTRODUCED ON GROUNDS 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THAT UN STILL HAS RESPONSIBLIITY TOWARD ERITREA UNDER 
1951 RESOLUTION WHICH SET UP ERITREAN STATE AND ALLOWED 
FOR ITS FEDERATION WITH ETHIOPIA. RESOLUTION WOULD BE 
DRAFTED TO PUT UN TROOPS IN ERITREA TO PROTECT STATE 
FROM ATTACK BY ITS ETHIOPIAN PARTNER IN FEDERATION. 

SIRAJ HOPED TO HAVE AFRICAN STATE, SUCH AS SUDAN, BRING 
MATTER TO SECIRITY COUNCIL. IN ASNWER TO QUESTION WHETHER 
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SAG HAD CONSULTED AFRICAN AND OTHER ARAB STATES ON POS- 
SIBLE UN ACTION, SIRAJ SAID SAG HAD NOT YET DISCUSSED IT 
WIDELY BUT WAS INTENSELY STUDYING MATTER INTERNALLY. HE 
THOUGHT, HOWEVER, THAT IF SUDAN TOOK THE LEAD, MANY 
AFRICAN STATES WOULD SUPPORT THE MOVE. TOGO SOUNDED 
INTERESTED. HE ASKED HOW USG WOULD REACT TO THIS APPROACH. 

2. POL COUN SAID HE WOULD TAKE PRELIMINARY SOUNDING 
AND LET HIM KNOW. 

WILEY 


CONFIDENTIAL 
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